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didly presented and an adequate source for meeting the object
tions which materialism has been interposing with no little assur
ance in recent years. It must be said that the miracle is coming
again into its own. And like all true things it comes in with all
the more power and value for having been held up for a time
with questions of its reality and right. Dr. Illingworth deals
with somethin'g more than the strictly defined miracle, and sets
the miracle in its true relation to the moral purpose of God and
to the system of redemptive agencies by which God is in Christ
Jesus carrying forward the redemptive process. Moreover he
places it upon the foundation of a reasoned discussion of the na
ture of the world, of man and of God in His relation to nature
and man. It is not elaborate nor is there any detailed defense of
miracles. The work deals mainly with the principles involved,
principles of philosophy, of religion, of evidence, of confirmation.
He recognizes also the value of a right attitude in this, as in all
questions of fact. Including the two appendices there are eleven
chapters and they are all pertinent and strong. The real miracle
in the world order is sin and all the objection to miracle rests
fundamentally on a view of the world influenced by sin's disor
der. The chapters dealing specifically with miracles treat in or
der of "The Resurrection," "The Signs and Wonders," "The
Virgin Birth," "The Miracle of Prayer."

Of course I would not approve of every detail of content or
expression in the book but I most heartily approve of it as being,
after" Miracles' referred to above, the best single volume on the
subject for the man of today.

W. O. CARVER.

What May I Hope? By George Trumbull Ladd, LL.D., Longmans,
Green and Co. New York, 1915. XVI-·f--310 pp. $1.50.

With this volume Dr. Ladd completes the series of four where
in he has faced man's basal needs and problems and sought to
indicate practical, reasoned answers to the four fundamental
questions: "What Can I Know ~"; "What Ought I to Do ~" ;
"What Should I Believe ~"; "What May I Hope ~" 'fhe meth-
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od in all is of course the same. Utilizing the rich stores of his
research and reflection and applying them to a frank, practical
analysis of men's actual experience and possible attainments, Dr.
Ladd has in this series done a very great service iR this day of
uncertainties and questionings. Men no longer want dogmatics,
or externally authoritative answers to these primary inquiries of
their souls. Rather do they want sympathetic and experienced
guidance while they discover and develop their own knowledge,
faith, creed and character. Dr. Ladd has sensed this demand
and right splendidly met it.

In this last volume he indicates on the title page that he is
conducting "an inquiry into the sources and reasonableness of
the hopes of humanity, especially the social and religious." The
ultimate hopes are set forth as these three: "Moral Perfec
tion, " "Immortality," "A Divine Kingdom." But leading up
to the specific discussion of these we have illuminating discourse
of "the nature and sources of hope," of "the rights and limita
tions of hoping," of its" assurance" and its" practical uses,"
and of such hopes as maintain in science, politics and social life.

Concerning it all-knowing, believing, doing and hoping
the author challenges his readers again in the end: "This life
is intrusted to the individual man as a thing for development.
The Evolution of Personal Life is the only way to get it. . . . ."
He insists on the necessity that in this process man must be rea
sonable. "By' being reasonable' has been meant that docile and
modest but eager attitude toward truth and duty, that diligently
inquiring mind into the satisfactions and rewards of the faiths
of morality and religion, and that selection and seizure of the
hopes, which guide, comfort and encourage in the practical life,
just because they are founded in these faiths,-all of which is
most safe and fitting and practically useful for a rational and
finite being in his relations to that Supreme Reason, in whom he
and all his environment and his destiny have their Ground."
" And now," says the author in a friendly final word, "it remains
only for reader, and the author, both to answer each of these
important questions for himself and in his own way. "" "" "" No
one can answer them for any other one, but only for his very
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own self. . . . We may part, then, ••• with the exchange of
a cheerful' God-bless-you.''' It is in such spirit that these
fine discussions have been conducted and they prove so helpful
and inspirationally satisfying just because the mature and able
author has not been metaphysical, academic or authoritative, but
has approached all the problems with the feeling expressed in the
quotation:

"How shall I give that which has been given?

• • • • • • • • • • • •
, 'Hold thy heart in thy hand and let thy
words keep time to the beat of memory. Thus
shall the written page be possessed of an
enduring spirit and a pervading light. "

W. O. CARVER.

What Is a Christian? A Book for the Times. By John Walker
Powell, New York. The Macmillan Company, 1915. 201 pp.

The question which constitutes the title of this book is in
sistently demanding an answer in these days of world upheaval.
It is well that it is asked and that earnest efforts are making to
answer it. That is the fundamental question so far as a judg
ment on Christianity is concerned. Are nations Christian? Is
society Christian? Are church members Christian? Can one be
a Christian and support war or serve in armies? Must a Chris
tian demand peace at any price, advocate and practice non-re
sistance, renounce property and live in evangelical poverty?
These are some of the questions asked and answered in this book.

The book is not a work on Christian casuistry, but an effort
to reach the fundamentals of Christian thinking and living so
that the individual can apply them in a practical way to the
complex problems of modern life. It is not a work on theology,
but a statement of the vital and distinctive principles of Chris
tianity which are to affect the life of individuals and nations. It
is in a real sense, as the sub-title claims, a book for the times.

W. J. MCGLOTHLIN.
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